Dickerson Sailors Honor Boatbuilders
by Joe Slavin, Barry Creighton and Bruce Franz
At its 45th Anniversary on June 15-16, 2012, the Dickerson Owners Association (DOA)
had a special Rendezvous at Oxford, MD saluting the owners, managers and skilled
craftsmen who built these classic boats for 41 years on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. This
historic event re-kindled fond memories of the Dickerson boatbuilding era that began in
1946! Bill Dickerson, a World War II veteran, started to build wooden sail and work
boats in his back yard at Church Creek, Maryland, and it continued until 1987 when the
last Dickerson sailboat was built in Trappe, MD.
We were privileged to have the following boat builders participating in this celebration:
company owners, Tom Lucke and Ted Reed, managers and skilled craftsmen, relatives
of those that have passed on including Dan Brannock, Jon Davis, Rob and Peggy
Griffin Begor, Nettie Hastings, George Hazen, Jim and Paula Karr, Paul Rybon, Alan
Sleeper, Sam Webster, and January White.
These Dickerson craftsmen were the “Best of the Chesapeake”. Preston Brannock
could build a boat by eye, and as a hobby, built boats in his own back yard. It was
indeed a different world of men and women who not only loved their work, but also
came to work 30 minutes early every morning to make sure they were not “docked”
pay. Can you imagine this happening today! Also, it was said, “If Bill Dickerson did not
like you, he would not sell you a boat”! Owners Tom Lucke and Ted Reed, at a young
age, were not just typical CEO’s, they were people in love with the water and their
boats, and built solid, classic wooden, and fiberglass boats that are sailing today. It is
not uncommon to hear someone say, “Is that a Dickerson”? Today there are some 200300 Dickersons sailing our coastal waters.
The 45th Rendezvous began on Friday in a gusty northerly breeze with a parade of 16
Dickersons, led by Kerry O’Malley’s 59-foot wooden bugeye, “Chesapeake”. The parade
of sails ran from the Choptank River Light up the Tred Avon River to Mears Oxford
Marina.

Parade of Dickersons

After the parade, we all had a great time at the Captains Reception at Mears Marina
with a record participation of 80 owners and guests. There were plenty of snacks and
good cheer, but especially in demand was the potato salad graciously provided by boat
builder, Paul Rybon.

Captains Reception
The racing began at 10 AM on Saturday morning on a 3.5 mile triangular course in the
Choptank River. The 15 Dickersons racing included a 30-foot chine sloop, 35, 37, 41
and 50 ketches, 36 and 37 sloops and a 59-foot bugeye. These Dickerson boats loved
the blowing 15-20 knot northerly breeze and not one of them had a reefed sail !

Start of the Race

Tom Lucke racing wooden Dickerson 35 “Irish Mist” that he built in 1969.

After a hectic two races twice around the course, we all got rested and cleaned up for
the big night celebration and dinner at The Tred Avon Yacht Club. Commodore Bill Toth
welcomed the over 100 participants- the largest ever in 45 years. Master of
Ceremonies, Past Commodore Barry Creighton, introduced new members Kerry and
Kris O’Malley, Hank and Denise Cope, and Tom and Joyce Pfeifer. He also welcomed
Dave Freal who came from Florida to race with his three brothers on “Rainbow”. Long
time member and Past Commodore, Dave Hazen, recited the Dickerson Prayer.

The Dickerson Prayer by Past Commodore Dave Hazen

Joe Slavin gave a brief review of the new 16 page Dickerson History document which
has been fully archived by the State of Maryland and is available on the Special
Collection Section of it’s web :http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/ The history is
also now available as a glossy booklet with over 25 colored pictures. It is on the
Dickerson Owners web site, http://dickersonowners.org/ . This presentation was
followed by a short Dickerson History Video.

Joe Slavin discussing Dickerson History

Master Boatbuilder Preston Brannock’s niece Nettie Hastings receiving collage made
by Boatbuilder Paul Rybon

The panel discussion of the boatbuilders was quite lively and there were a number of
stories about the good old days and some additional information on why the boats were
built the way they were.

Panel of Boatbuilders
This was followed by an Awards ceremony by Commodore Bill Toth. Joe Slavin was
given a very unique Sampson Post replica, made by Davis Boat Works, for his work in
preparing the historical document and video, and in helping to organize the celebration.

Sampson Post
Racing awards were given to: John Freal “Rainbow”, 30,35, 36 class; Barry Creighton,
“Crew Rest” 37 class, and Pat Ewing, “Velamore”, 40, 41, 50 and 59 class.

The overall winner and Commodore for 2012 is relatively new member Pat Ewing, an
enthusiastic sailor who had his 40 foot wooden ketch winning both races.

Commodore Pat Ewing

Before we closed, we sang a hilarious Dickerson Ditty by Judy and Barry Creighton.

Songsters Judy and Barry Creighton

The evening ended with a moving tribute to past Commodore Dick Clarke and his lovely
wife Karen who are selling their beautiful 37 sloop, “Imagine”, and settling down in the
Chicago area. All had a great time, and will remember a truly historic, memorable
evening.

We will miss you Dick and Karen Clarke

