
 

                                              

                                                    

                                                                  

 

 

    �EWS LETTER                                                    DECEMBER  2014 

 

 

                                     ALL DICKERSON SAILORS AND ASSOCIATES  

                                                              PLAN NOW TO ATTEND HISTORIC RENDEZVOUS 

                              JUNE 12-14 Oxford MD                 

                                                    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Please join us in this historic event 
 

featuring:!!  
 

� The parade of classic Dickerson yachts! 
� Commodores’ Cookout at Brewer’s Marina! � Dickerson Race! 
� Special 50th Anniversary Celebration and Dinner at the Tred Avon Yacht Club! 
 

Make your Reservation Now:!! 

Email us at jws2827@aol.com to receive your Registration Form and 

Information 

        LASSOING THE 2014 DICKERSON WESTERN SHORE ROUNDUP 

We had a fine social weekend at our 8th Round Up in West River on September 5-6. There was a 

good attendance of 13 sailors at the Friday night cookout at the West River Sailing Club -- gracious 

hosts to our group.  The Saturday night dinner at Pirate’s Cove was graced by more Dickerson folks 

coming by land to join in the festivities. 

We had a special treat at the dinner when 2013 Sheriff John Freal, showed us his newly acquired 4.5 

foot model of an aft cockpit wooden Dickerson 35 ketch. This model has incredible detail. The cabin 

coach roof is removable  revealing  interior details; even the engine is detailed.  No one seems to 

know the maker of the model.  

 

               

                                                   John Freal and his beautiful model 

As you can see I am emphasizing the social part of the event.  We only had four boats racing; some 

were no shows due to mechanical and crew problems.  The heat and thunderstorm forecast may 



have also contributed to the lack of attendance.  But nevertheless the race was a lot of fun.  We had a 

consistent 5-8 knot breeze from the south. Everyone started our 8 mile course very nicely; crossing 

close to the rabbit’s stern.  Parker Hallam led the entire race and became Sheriff of the Western 

Shore Roundup for the second time. It was a horizon job at the finish.  Joe Slavin and John Freal had 

quite a duel; John overtook Joe in the River near the finish.  Rick Woytowich finished  respectfully 

next.   

 

             

                                                                  Sheriff Parker Hallam 

I want to thank Parker for allowing me to be aboard and to serve as the rabbit platform.  It was very 

informative to mostly sit around and watch the race and maybe learn a few things.  Don’t get to do 

that as a skipper. “Rhythm’s in Blue” is in the shop again.  This is getting to be a bad habit this year.  

Maybe we want to change the scenario of the Western Shore Roundup next year. Perhaps we should 

hold it later in September; maybe hold it further north; maybe don’t race but have a nice anchor out or 

hit a restaurant somewhere else.  Please give us your thoughts. Race results follow. 

SKIPPER                              BOAT TYPE AND NAME               FINISH TIME        CORRECTED 

TIME 

Parker Hallam(Sheriff)       36 sloop  “Frigate Connie”              2h 11m 49s                  1h 32m 35s 

John Freal                        35 ketch   “Rainbow”                       2h 30m 0s                    1h 49m 38s   



Joe Slavin                         35 ketch    “Irish Mist”                      2h 32m 0s                     1h 56m 40s 

Rick Woytowich                37 ketch     “Belle”                            2h 45m 0s                     2h 5m 11s   

 

By Randy Bruns  D36 “Rhythms In Blue”                

 

            CELEBRATE THE DICKERSON OWNERS 50
th
 WITH NEW BURGEE 

                                                     

    These new burgees are a big hit at sale price of only $20 plus $2.00 for shipping. Contact John 
Freal jwf@brackenusa.com to purchase this and other Treasure Chest Gifts including sweat shirts, 

polo shirts, hats and cups. 

                                        

                                               DID YOU KNOW? 

Many of us have enjoyed a fascinating journey as we dig to find out everything we can about our 

boats.  Our DOA has produced a first-class "History" that is registered in the Maryland Historical 

Archives, on display at the Richardson Maritime Museum and available on the Dickerson Web Site 

(http://dickersonowners.org/).   Our annual Dickerson Owners' Directory attempts to list previous 

owners and boat names of Dickerson sailing yachts. 

The Dickerson History shows that Dickerson Boatbuilders  built a wide variety of wooden and 

fiberglass boats including Chesapeake Bay work boats, Skipjacks and Bug Eye sailboats,  sailing  

yachts and even luxury motor cruisers.  Very early on, these skilled workers assembled a few 

minesweepers for the US Navy in Cambridge.  They were purposely built of wood so as to be 

immune from enemy mine metal detecting fuses. Interspersed with the production of our sailing 

yachts, Dickerson built several semi-custom powerboats.  If you look closely, you can immediately 

recognize familiar carpentry touches and fine joinery (not to mention a Sampson Post or two). 

 



 

 

Additionally, while concurrently building D36's and D41's in 1976-77, Dickerson Boatbuilders 

produced 12 Seidelmann 30 sloops to their existing design and specifications. 

 

 

 



Many Seidelmann's of varying sizes are active today and they also enjoy a vibrant owners association  

(http://www.seidelmann-owners.com) .  If you see one while you are out enjoying your Dickerson, 

give her a hail, she might also bear a "Dickerson Boatbuilders" plaque on her companionway arch. 

In 1983 Dickerson Boat Builders entered into a production agreement with Bruce Farr and Associates 

of Annapolis to build a high performance 37 foot Farr racing sloop. In a five month period Dickerson 

craftsmen worked around the clock for weeks on end building the plugs for the hull and deck and 

completing the first three boats. In the first race at Annapolis, Bert Jabin’s Farr 37 “RAMROD” 

trounced its class winning by close to 6 minutes.” A total of thirteen boats were built. The Farr 37 

proved to be very fast--winning it’s class in almost every race entered.  

Over 25 years later, in 2013, Polish sailor Krystian Szypka successfully completed the OSTAR 

Singlehanded Trans-Atlantic Race in his Dickerson built Farr 37 “Sunrise”. Results of this race were 

highlighted in the Dickerson Owners 2013 Directory. More information on Farr designed boats can be 

found on the Farr Web Site (http://www.farrdesign.com/) 

                              

 

In conclusion you can see that the Chesapeake Bay Dickerson craftsmen of Maryland’s historic 

Eastern Shore had a wide influence on yachting in the 21st century. When we sail our wooden and 

fiberglass Dickerson boats that were designed and built using the Dickerson traditional cruising 

design with much bright work and the unique Samson Post, it would not be unusual to hail a cousin 

power or sailboat also built by Dickerson Boatbuilders. 

Barry Creighton  S/V "Crew Rest" D37 #22 

                                  

                             

 

 



                     NSHOF RECOGNIZES DICKERSON OWNERS 

The National Sailing Hall of Fame has listed the Dickerson Owners Association on its Web Site where 

it provides a brief History of Dickerson Boatbuilders with a photo of our Burgee.  Check out the Hall of 

Fame website at www.nshof.org . Click on "Sailors and Stories" on the right side and then scroll down 

to Yacht Club Stories and follow the burgees down to Dickerson... 

Thank you Samantha Healey of NSHOF for making this possible. 

                           DICKERSON MAINTENANCE FORUM 

An enthusiastic group of 28 Dickerson sailors and their guests participated in the Dickerson 

Maintenance Forum and Luncheon held at the Annapolis Red Lobster Restaurant on December 6, 

2014. Over 300 "person years" of experience in maintaining and sailing Dickerson sailing yachts was 

represented by a panel of Dickerson Owners consisting of Randy Bruns, Barry Creighton, Pat Ewing, 

Dave Fahrmeier, John Freal, Teddy Rivkin and Joe Slavin.  

The Forum discussion included presentations on "Dickerson 36 Electric Propulsion" by Teddy Rivkin, 

"Rot and Bright Work" by Randy Bruns, “Rebuilding My D40 "VelAmore" by Pat Ewing, "Rebuilding 

the Cabin Top and Replacing Port Holes" by Dave Fahrmeier and "Navigation Made Easy 

Techniques using an I Pad or Smart Phone" by Barry Creighton and "Use of a Garmin Aquatic watch 

to measure boat speed  and course" by Rob Holmes. Jeff Gray and Dottie Woytowich talked about 

the problems of cutting out wood work to remove fuel tank from their D37s and John Freal, Joe Slavin 

and Randy Bruns discussed “polishing” diesel fuel to keep it clean and the use of an electric fuel 

pump and a set of filters in parallel with a vacuum gauge.  

This issue of the News Letter contains the Presentation on Dickerson 36 Electric Propulsion by Teddy 

Rivkin. Future Issues will contain Information on Rot and Bright Work and other subjects discussed at 

the Forum. The Forum Organizers greatly appreciate the knowledgeable contributions made by the 

participants and the assistance by Dottie Woytowich in taking notes. 

Joe Slavin D35 “Irish Mist” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

                                       Teddy Rivkin on his Electric Propulsion D36 “Koshka” 

                                   We Want To Hear From You 

We would like to receive write ups on your sailing adventures, latest Dickerson fix it jobs or just your 

thoughts and suggestions. Please do not be bashful. Also sign up NOW for the 50th Anniversary 

Rendezvous and renew your Dickerson Owners Association Membership for 2015 to receive a copy 

of the New 50th Anniversary Directory with it’s very special expanded “Yellow Pages”. For  SAMSON 

POST RENDEZVOUS REGISTRATION AND MEMBERSHIP FORMS contact jws2827@aol.com  

Our Warm Wishes For a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and New Year To All! 

Membership Committee, Joe Slavin, Barry Creighton and John Freal 

Edited by Bruce Franz 

 


